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THOU om am UP THY LOINS AND ARISE, 'AND 
SPEAK UNTO THEM ALL THAT I COMMAND THEE ; BE 
Nor DISMAYED AT THEIR FACES, LEST 1 o. 

FOUND THEE BEFORE 'THEM. 


> 


endleſs exiſtence. They are fur- 
niſhed with a natural capacity for 
a moſt ſublime and refined hap- 


in the knowledge and enjoy- 
ment of God and which ſhall laſt and increaſe for 
ever. It is therefore an object of unſpeakable im- 
portance, eſpecially, when we conſider that endleſs 
miſery is the only alternative. 


ORDINATTON SERMON, 


LL mankind * deſigned for an 


pineſs—-a happineſs conſiſting 


4 
$3 


LS 


0:9: 
Or this happineſs man was originally poſſ 


far he knew his Maker, and loved him With all his 


heart — his affections were diſintereſted, and pure as 


the cryſtal ſtream he was happy in the love and en- 


joyment of his Maker, and the continuance of the Ty, 
Divine favour was promiſed to man in a way which 
- reaſon pointed out. But man being in honor abode 
\ not—he ſoon. forſook God the Fountain of good 


—he became God's enemy—he forfeited God's fa- 
your, and plunged himſelf into a labyrinth of evils, 
from which to extricate himſelf, and regain the Di- 
vine favour, was infinitely aboye the comprehenſion 
of any finite mind. 

Ar this gloomy nd intereſting ——_ the great 
Jehovah-began to difplay his perfections to the view 
of angels and men, ſo as he had never done before, 
by exhibiting to their view, a glorious ſcheme of re- 
dempiion, which, till now, had been an eternal ſe- 
cret in his own breaſt; for he had laid the plan of 
redemption before the foundation of the world, and 
conſtituted his own Son a Mediator, to vindicate 


his character and condemn ſin, and ſo open a conſiſ- 


tent medium for divine gracious communications to 


e ho FOES 
guilty men, whereby they might be reſtored: _—_ « 
image and forfeited favour of God. 

Ix addition to the foregoing eie of Di- 
vine benevolence and grace to a fallen world, God 
was pleaſed to inſpire, and ſend forth miniſters, to 
inſtruet mankind into the nature of his character 
Tye holineſs, juſtice 'and goodneſs of his law the 
infinite propriety of his being loved with all the heart 
and of being obeyed in every thing—the unreaſon- 
ableneſs of the finner's temper and conduct, and, fo 
of his deſert of eternal damnation, together with the 
glorious ſcheme of redemption, in which mercy and 
truth meet together, e and em- 

brace each other. en YL 1h ; 88 

Ax d becauſe mankind in their fallen, guilty ſtate, 
are naturally afraid of God, the divine goodneſs and 
mercy are diſplayed, in ſending meſſengers to chem,” 


| who are of their own ſpecies, and . terror, 3 
therefore, may not make them afraid. 

AnD, ſince the human heart is naturally averſe 
from truth, they will e to be eſteemed, and 
treated as enemies who came to men in God's name 


with his friendly instructions; and, as the yu of 


3 
* 4 


n 
God and the ſalvation of the finner ſtand in cloſe 
connection with a faithful diſcharge of the truſt re- 
poſed in the meſſengers, we often find God ſolemnly 
charging thoſe whom he appoints to the office of 
ambaſſadors, to take heed to their inſtructions, and 


conduct with all boldneſs, fidelity and caution: and : 


the vaſt importance of fidelity to God and man in 
the ambaſſadors of Chriſt is frequently preſented, 


by pointing out the tremendous conſequences of 
; unfaithfulneſs, both to themſelves and others. 


In the words which I have choſen as the ſubject 
of our preſent meditations, we are preſented with an 
example of this kind. T he PROPHECY 18 introdu- 
ced, with an account of Jeremiah's appointment to 
be God's meſſenger to the nations, as in verſe 4th. 
« Thus the word of the Lord came unto me, ſaying, 
before I formed thee in the belly, I knew thee, and 
before thou cameſt forth of the womb ſanctified 
thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the x na- 
tions.“ 

Wx then find the humble prophet Aifdent * kl 
qualifications, and trembling in the view of the im- 
portant and arduous work to which he was called, 


6 
entering this objection, © Ah; Lord God, behold 1 
cannot ſpeak, for I am a child. 1 N 


Ueo this it may be remarked, that Chriſt's mi — 
niſters do not run, before they are ſent; but, inſtead 
of being confident of their own abilities and quali- 
fications, are ready to queſtion both; and no won- 
der, when we conſider, that, by being inveſted with 
this ſacred office, they. become the conſtfruted guar- 
dians of the ſouls of men, which are to exiſt forev- | 
er, and the happineſs of which in ſome important | _ 
reſpects, depends upon the faithful diſcharge of their "os 
office ; and that the honor of God and the intereſts LO A 
of the Redeemer's kingdom, are its immediate ob- . 1 2 
jets. = — Tay wt 1 = 

Bur God, whoſe prerogative it is to aſſign to his —_— 


creatures their work ; and who is able, and ſtands i; AF 
| 4 


ready to furniſh them with the neceſſary wiſdom and 
ſtrength to diſcharge the duties of the office to which | 
he appoints them, will admit of no excuſe : hence 5 ; I 


God ſays to Jeremiah, Say not 7 am a child, for thou - 5 A 
ſhalt go to all that 1 ſhall ſend thee, and whatſoever ©, * 
I command thee thou ſhalt ſpeak ; then ſolemnly 5 
cautions him to guard again dne of the moſt e- 2 


J 


ſnaring enemies to the ſoul of a miniſter of Jeſus, 
even the fear of man; Be not afraid of their fa- 
des. and immediately ſubjoins the encouragement 
to boldneſs and fidelity, without which, the ſtouteſt 
heart muſt ſink: For J am with thee to deliver 
thee, ſaith the Lord. 

And, being informed what he ſhould ſpeak, the 
former admonition, with the conſequences of his 
proving diſobedient, are repeated in the words of 
our text: Thou therefore gird up thy loins and 
ariſe, and ſpeak unto them all the words which I 
command thee ; be not diſmayed at their faces, leſt . 
I confound thee before them.“ | 

In this folemn charge given to Jeremiah, he was 
not diſtinguiſhed from other prophets, or from the 
miniſters of Chriſt in the goſpel-day, as though he 
ſtood in need of ſuch a caution and exhortation 
MORE than others who HAD BEEN, or SHOULD BE em- 
ployed in the ſacred office of preaching the goſpel : 
or, as though declaring God's word in H1s Day was: 


attended with any PECULIAR difficulties ; or the ne- 


gle of his duty followed with any UNCOMMONLY 


dreadful conſequences ; for we find the ſame exhor- 
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tation and warning repeatedly given to the pro- 


phet Ezekiel, in the following ſolemn ſtrain, Son 


of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of 
their words; though briars and thorns be with thee, 
and thou dwell among ſcorpions, be not afraid of 


their words, nor be diſmayed at their looks and 


thou ſhalt ſpeak my woRDs unto them, whether 


they will hear or whether they will forbear; and 
then he is reminded of the dreadful conſequences of 


neglecting his duty, both to himſelf and to others ; 


e have made thee a watchman to the houſe of Iſ- 


rael—therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give 
them warning from me. When I ſay unte the wic- 
ked, thou ſhalt 8vRELY DIE ; and thou giveſt him 
not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way, to ſave his life; the ſame wicked 
man ſhall die in his —_— but his blood will T 
require at thine hands; yet, for his encouragement 
it is added, If thou warn the wicked, and he turn 
not from his wickedneſs, he ſhall die in his 1 iniquity, 
but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. ” | 


Taz ſame charge, with little formal variation, has 


1 


been given to the ambaſſadors of Chrift in ages ſince 


. © EE. 

ca ane, and by bis apoſtles; who received 
from him authority to ſeparate others to the work 

of the goſpel-miniſtry, - 

Ou text inſtructs us, that it is the duty of min- 
iſters of the goſpel, faithfully to declare to mankind 
what God commands them, notwithſtanding any 
difficulties to which it may expoſe them. 

In illuſtrating this doctrine, it will be natural 

I. To point out ſome of the difficulties which 
attend a faithful diſcharge of the miniſterial 
office, and | 

II. Shew wur a faithful declaration of what 
| God commands, is indiſpenſibly the duty of 
the evangelical miniſter, notwithſtanding any 
ſuppoſed difficulties, 
I. We ſhall point out sohE of thoſe difficulties 
which the evangelical miniſter may expect to conflict 
| with, in the faithful execution of his office. 
4 IT 1s taken for granted, that the miniſter who 
plainly and faithfully publiſhes the ſentiments of the 
goſpel, and withholds no part of his meſfage, muſt 


meet with oppoſition, and contend with many diffi- 


culties: this is more than intimated in the words of 


COR 
my text. This is a truth upon which is founded all 
the exhortations to boldneſs, and all the threatnings 
againſt thoſe who betray the truſt repoſed in the am- 
baſſadors of Chriſt, which we find ſo often repeated 


in the ſacred oracles. It is here univerſally aſſented, 


or taken for granted, that in this reſpect the diſciple 
will be as his Maſter, and the faithful ſervant, as his 
Lord, in 2 greater or leſs degree, and frequently in 
a great degree. N 

Tux reaſon of this oppoſition, in general, is, be- 
cauſe the faithful ambaſſador of Chriſt is engaged 
in a cauſe to which the human heart is totally oppo- 
ſed. The buſineſs of the goſpel-miniſter is, to 
plead. the cauſe of God and vindicate his character, 


againſt all the aſperſions and miſrepreſentations of a 


revolted world, or to juſtify God in all his con- 


duct, and condemn the ſins of men; in doing 


which it will be nothing ſtrange, if he excite the 
hatred, and expoſe himſelf to the reſentment of 


wicked men, who hate the truth: and from ſuch he 
may expect reproach, if not perſecution. In ſuffer- 
ing thus, he will only taſte of the cup of Chrift's 
ſufferings; for, when Chriſt plainly and impartially 
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| ( #4 ) 
held up to the Jewiſh nation the holineſs of God and 
his law, and told them that they were ſerpents, and a 


generation of vipers, deſerving the damnation of hell, 
they were enraged at him, and perſecuted him fron) 
city to city, and never reſted, *till they had embrued | 
their hands 1n his blood. 

Anp when his apoſtles, the dane init of 


his kingdom, took up the croſs, and ſtood forth in 
defence of their Maſter and his cauſe, and publicly 


vindicated the character and ways of God, and con- 
demned mankind in revolting from God; and for 
all their impenitent exerciſes, they had to ſuffer thoſe 
indignities which even capital offenders are com- 
monly exempted from by the laws of humanity. 
The ſame averſion from truth, which diſplayed it- 


ſelf in ſo many horrid forms, in the unreafonable 


rage and reſentment which Chriſt endured, fired a 
wicked world againſt his miniſters, and they ſoon 
were reduced to the preſſing alternative, either to 
abjure Chriſt, and renounce chriſtianity, or ſacrifice 


their lives in his cauſe. And as human nature is the 


ſame in all ages, and the carnal mind enmity againſt 
God; and, of conſequence, oppoſed to the cauſe of 


(ig) 


truth and righteouſneſs, the work of the faithful 


miniſter muſt be laborious, and attended with many 


difficulties. The many different and claſhing reli- 
gious principles and ſyſtems which have prevailed in 


every age of the church, and the variety of diſcor- 


dant taſtes and tempers which are to be found in 


almoſt every ſociety, will throng the way of the 
faithful miniſter with difficulties ; to remove which, 
it will require firmneſs and reſolution, joined with 
the wiſdom of the ſerpent and the harmleſſneſs of 
the dove. 7 
To expoſe error in all its flattering forms, ſo as 
to convince, as well as to ſtop the mouths of gain- 
ſayers; to adminiſter inſtruction and reproof, in 
thoſe numerous critical caſes which will fall in a mi- 
niſter's way, fo as to force conviction directly upon 
the conſcience—that we love the man, while we ex- 
poſe his iniquity—-This is labor! This is work in- 
deed, which requites real benevolence, Joined with 
uncommon prudence and: diſcretion. | 
Non do all the difficulties which attend the min- 
| Iſterial office and work, ariſe from the neceſſity of 


much painful application in order to get an aequain- 
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tarice with the goſpel-ſcheme, which the miniſter of 


Chriſt is to explain and inculcate : but he muft ex- 
pect oppoſition from the enemies of God and his 
people; for all the powers of darkneſs are combi- 
ned againſt Chriſt, and, of conſequenee, againſt his 
miniſters 5 They will therefore have to maintain a 
conſtant conflict, not only with fleſh and blood 
with their own ſelfiſh carnal inclinations, which will 
be ever tempting them to betray, or neglect the cauſe 
of God; but with principalities and powers, with 
ſpiritual wickedneſſes in high places. 
Tux glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God is wifely 
and directly calculated to vindicate God's injured 
character, to do honor to the divine law, and fix 
blame on the ſinner. | | 

Ir is a ſyſtem of truth, and therefore directly 
croſſing to the human heart: thoſe, therefore, Who 
bring into view the true character of God, and 
avoid falſeſnood and flattery in their deſcription of 


human nature, and hold up plainly before men their 4 


total oppoſition to God and his law, and their infi- 


nite criminality and juſt expoſedneſs to eternal wrath, 
together with their abſolute dependence upon the 
. % 


(nt ) 


favor: The miniſter who inculcates theſe plain, pinch- 


ing and ſoul-humbling doctrines of the goſpel; miſt 


expect to meet with more or leſs oppoſition : for the 
enemies of the goſpel will ever GO 1ts advocates 
in ſome form or other.. Nene 

Tut miniſter of Jeſus has often to done the ſcorn 
and deriſion of infidels, and be ſtigmatized as a re- 
ligious madman a wild enthuſiaſt, or a ſelf-righte- 


ous phariſee, by the free-thinkers and the free livers 


of every age. Neither is he liable to the contempt 


and deriſion, to the reproach and perſecution of thoſe 


with whom he has no particular connexion, but often 
from his neareſt relations, his brethren according to 
the fleſh. Nor is che painful refle&tion of apparent. 


1y labouring in vain, and ſpending his ſtrength for 
nought; or, rather of proving a favor of death un- 
to death to his hearers, one of the leaſt trials which 
preſs upon. che heart of the faithful miniſter. O how 
killing to the ſpirits of the friend of the ſouls of 
men is it to think, that the goſpel by him diſpenſed 
ſhould prove the occaſion of aggravating the dam- 
nation of any of his hears or prove unto them 2 


1 

favor of death unto death. This is a trial which is 

felt by the benevolent heart ou LY. Such are the 
difficulties and trials to which the ambaſſadors of 
Jeſus have been expoſed, and with which they have 
had to encounter, as the hiſtory of ages ſhews, and 
to theſe they will ever be expoſed; till the happy 
2ra arrives, when the kingdoms of this world ſhall 
become the — of our Ty and of his 
Chriſt. 4 8 | ET. 
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II. To offer ſome reaſons wirr it is the indif- 
pendGble duty of Chriſt 8 miniſters to ſtand ready. to 
declare what God commands them, notwithſtanding 
all ſuppoſed difficulties. 25 | 
TRE Goſpel- miniſter i is not to than co * the | 
whole counſel of God, whether ſinners will hear, or | 


* It is not, however, to be ſuppoſed, that faithful miniſters on. v, will meet 
"with oppoſition; or, that oppoſition to a watchmian is of itſelf a proof that 
he is faithful; for, an unjuſt man, or wicked miniſter, is as truly an abomina- 
tion to the juſt, as he who is upright in the way, is to the wicked, and there- 
fore each may expect oppoſition from the other, but the gropnds of oppo- 
fition, in theſe caſes, will be totally different. The faithful miniſter will be 
oppoſed, becauſe he is faithful. But the wicked miniſter may expect oppoſi· 
tion from the juſt, becauſe he deſerves it. 


* 


' looſe garments, were wont to gird them about their = 


render a faithful declaration of what God commands 
indiſpenſibly the duty of the goſpel- mĩiniſte.. 

© PARTICULARLY. The honor of God makes it 
2 that * n. 2 drlizex + their 

Wurx God fends ban apdi his waa ep 
cannot negle& to comply-with his command, either 


„„ 
whether! they will forbear 3 they are bound by the 
authority and command of God, to ſtand ready to 
do it, even in the face of * eee 
Aduangers. 2043 36031. ene 5 01/5674] © 81. maR 

„ GIRD plead ariſe??. >is the: command 
of God to the prophet n * nee 
the office of an ambaſſador. 31 Dee 

Tux expreſſion is . borrowed from 
the cuſtom of the oriental nations, who, wearing long 


loins, that they might not hinder them in travelling, 
or working, and is here applied to the mind; and 
fignifies a readineſs and preparation for ſpititual 
work —ia readineſs to obey the commands of _ 
without heſitation or delay. .yioig Dar clonbyt gy” 
Ax there are ſeveral important realbns which 


| ( © } 
by varying, or with-holding any part of what they 


are directed to ſpeak, without refleting diſnonourt 
upon God; for ſuch conduct in any ſuppoſeable in- 
ſtance, is a practical declaration, that God's. directi 
ons are not the dictates of infinite wiſdom, And, 
for la miniſter to vary his meſſage, in order to ac- 
commodate it to the taſte of the — —_ 
would earry in it the ſame. reflection 
Tux honor of God is alſo connected ado 15 
cachful ee of the miniſterial — —— | 
ys. wal at moch tobnid oi yds 3803 j, 
"6 eines) ee God had in view, in the 
r redemption, wWas, to diſplay himſelf ; or 
erhibit himſelf to his rational creatures, in his ma- 
jeſty, fulneſs and glory. And the glorious goſpel, 
which is the meſſage he puts into the mouth of his 
miniſters, is, taken together, in the beſt manner cal- 
culated to bring Bxirv into view forꝭ it is a de- 
claration of his character and will, and of his de- 
ſigns reſpecting rational creatures: ſo far, therefore, 
as this 1 is neglected, God is diſhonored · and his per- 
fections concealed; for the bible, ike a wiſely con- 
trived and complicated machine, appears beautiful, 


C 2 e 
when each part is viewed in its connebtions and de- 
pendencies upon the reſt, and the wiſdom of the 
contriyer is eaſily ſeen in his work ; but if any ef-. 
ſential part be removed, the wiſdom and ſkill of the 
contrĩver caunot be diſcovered; ſo; leave one eſſen- 
cial doring-out of che bible and die connexion 
beautiful co icy. of the whole is deſtroyed and 
nothing appears in it worthy of the wiſdom of God. 
God's word, the ambaſſadors of Chriſt, ſhould at- 
tend diligently to the ſcheme of divinity incite? 
in the ſacred oracles, and acquire 2 conſiſtent ſcheme 
of religious knowledge -a ſcheme conſiſtent „With 
ieſelf, founded upon, and drawn from the ſacred" 
ſcriptures, holding up the truth carefully, plainly; 
and fully; ' firice, either ignorance of the important 
and leading doctrines of the bible, or a neglect tö 
publiſn them, tends directly to deſtroy one great end | 
n — in en — eren 


— — hy: the'rainiſter of Chrilt is 
obliged to adhere to the directions of God's word, 
and faithfully deliver the meſſages it contains, even 


nce that the miniſters of 
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the moſt ſelf denying, which are in general the moſt 
important, is, becauſe the exhibition of the glory and 
grace of Chriſt as * THIS — great») | 
ly depends thereon. _ 2812 Orr od 119 ſeems? 

MixisTERS are n for Chiiſt- 8 
ſineſs is, to carry his meſſa ges, and hold up to ſinners 
the ah han * of the Mediator in the work of 

1 4 way to this, it appears en 
into view the infinite amiableneſs 
of the Deity, the holineſs of his law, and the evil 
of, and the infinite criminality of the ſinner and his 
deſert of eternal puniſhment. / If theſe things are 
not ſeen, how can the glory and * of W 
e en ib! 

Fon the gift of Chriſt, ad big n and 
death ; even all that he did in redemption, were acts 


ol infinite merey and grace, only on the ſuppoſition 
that the human race deſerved eternal damnation, for 


there is no grace in ſaving from a puniſhment which 
is not deſerved; and mankind deſerve eternal death, 
only on the ſuppoſition that ſin is an infinite evil, 
and fin is not an infinite evil, unleſs that law, of 


@ a3 ) 
which ſin is a tranſgreſſion, and which requires us 
to love God with all the heart, on pain of eternal 
puniſhment, is holy, juſt, and perfectly equitable. 
FonkrRHER. The goodnefs of this law can be de- 
fended, only upon the principle, that God is infin- 
itely amiable in himſelf ; even antecedently to 
conſideration of redemption. If, therefore, we 1 


out either of theſe doctrines, the eroſs of Chriſt will 


neceſſarily appear the moſt fooliſh, ſhocking event 


that ever took place in any part of the creation of 


Tus view of the matter furniſhes us with ano- 
ther reaſon, way a faithful diſcharge of the mini- 
ſerial office is indiſpenſibly: the MY of the mae 
ſador of Chriſt. a 

Iv is neceſſary, becauſe a aid here, leaves 
thoſe to whom the meſſages are ſent, deſtitute of the 
neceſſary means of inſtruction and conviction, and 
becomes the occaſion of their eternal ruin. The 
ambaſſador of Chriſt, therefore, by not attending to 
his duty, and carefully examining and underſtanding 
the nature of the meſſages with which he is char- 
ged, and delivering them without any eſſential alter- 
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ation, not only reflects diſhonor upon God, and 
keeps out of view the grace of the Redeemer, but 
ſtands chargeable with the blood of ſouls. | The 
goſpel is perfectly adapted to the caſe of mankind ; 


and the bulineſs of the evangelical miniſter is, to 


get an acquaintance with this divine ſyſtem, and to 


man his portion in due ſeaſon. He is to inſtruct 
the ignorant, and to hold up before the impenitent 


their infinite criminality, and their imminent danger, 


as well as the-remedy revealed in the goſpel. And 
where this 1s neglected, and the people periſh! for 
want of viſion, they indeed die in their iniquities, 
hut their blood will be required at the watchinan's 

hand. 1 | f A Hy cok : 
Ir he who is ſet to deſcry dangers, and to give 
timely notice of approaching evils, neglects this bus 
fineſs of his office, he betrays the cauſe of his | Maf> 
ter and the ſouls of his flock. And» when we cons 
ſider the ĩnexpreſſible worth of the human ſoul, and 
its capacity for advancing in knowledge, in holineſs 
and happineſs without end, and how much depends 
upon its being faithfully nd plainly inſtructed, to- 


20) 


ther with the robes conſequences of neglect; in 
the ſhepherd ! How ſtrongly do theſe things bind | 


him to the utmoſt fidelity and caution 1 
We may add, that fidelity in a watchman is in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary, becauſe it is immediately con- 


nected with his own ſalvation, and the contrary with 


his eternal deſtruction. The unfaithful, or ſlothful 
miniſter, neglects 22 own ſalvation, in 8 


chat of his people.... 
Ir he ſhrinks from duty, to eſcape danger, his 


danger will thereby be enhanced, for he is fer to 


« watch for ſouls as one that muſt give an account. 
Axp when we conſider how nearly the honor of 
God, che glory of the Mediator; and the eternal 
happineſs of mankind are connected with a ſtrict 


adherence” to God's word, and a faithful diſpenſa- 
ey 


tion of it; without any eſſential addition, diminu- 


tion, of alteration, we need not wonder that an in- 


fpired apoſtle ſhould boldly ſtand forth and anathe- 
matize the perſon, even if an angel from Berber 


who ſhould preach any other goſpel than that which 
he had preached: Nor need we wonder, that the 


Holy Ghoſt cloſes the canworr of the new teſtament, 
| | 5 D . 8 | 


At 
» 
£8, 
e 
5. 
— 


{'* 3 
with a- warning to miniſters, as well as to others, 
carefully to avoid adding any thing To, or detract- 
ing any thing rROM the doctrines of the goſpel, in 
khis expreſſive language « For I teſtify unto every 
man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book, if. any man ſhall add unto theſe things, God 
ſhall add unto him the plagues that are written in 
this book ; and if any man ſhall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God ſhall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy City, and from the things which are written in 
this book; he thavteſtifieth theſe things faith, ſurely 
I come quickly. But if ſuch are the difficulties | 
and duties of the ambaſſador of Jeſus, it will be 
here natural to enquire, who is the man, and what 
is his character who will ſurmount the former, and 
patiently and faithfully diſcharge the latter? 

Anp here it is plain at firſt bluſh, that he who is 
an enemy to God himſelf, and in heart on the ſide 
of, and diſpoſed to juſtify a revolted world, is not 
the max who wilt ſtand forth in the cauſe of God, 
it the midſt of evil report and good report, honor 
and diſhonor ; and, amidſt all the frowns and flatte- 


4 
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ries of the world, vindicate God's character and 


law, and condemn ſin in all its various forms, and 
enforce his doctrines, by a holy life. | 
- Ir can never be ſuppoſed that a traitor, at heart, 
| fhould prove a faithful ſoldier in the field of battle, 
againſt thoſe in whoſe intereſt his heart is engaged, 
much leſs that he ſhould be faithful, if called to act 
as a general in the camp, where he has a thouſand 
| opportunities and temptations to betray his truſt. 
TuAr . man ſhould facrifice his eaſe, health, re- 
putation, the favor of his friends, and, it may be, 
tis life, in ſupport of a cauſe, and in vindication of 
a character to which he is diſaffected, can never be 
ſuppoſed, or rationally expected. 
Nornixd ſhort:of ſupreme ve to God, and. 
hearty zeal for the good of mankind, will be ſuffici- 
ent to render the miniſter of the goſpel ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable under ſuch trials as theſe : accordingly 
we find, that Chriſt conſiders every natural an; as 
being totally unqualified for the work of the mini- 
ſtry, and has therefore, in all ages, formed his own | 
- Miniſters for the noble employ, by ſanctifying their 


hearts, and communicating to them his own Spirit, 
Ss 
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as appears, among other inſtances, from that of Je- 
N remiah and the apoſtle Paul. 
IND EED, without this neceſſary qualification, a 


miniſter may attend to the eaſier parts of his office, 
and perhaps gain the approbation and applauſe of 


the world, and render himſelf vaſtly popular. But 
hen private intereſt (that Eb! of the human heart) 


muſt be given up, and, perhaps, all that is near and 
dear in the world ſacrificed to the cauſe of truth, then 
where is the man who will ſtand by the truth, and 
ſtedfaſtly vindicate it, unleſs he loves God and his 
religion ſupremely ?; From ſuch an one ONLY, can 
ſuch a ſacrifice be expected. Hence, the man who | 
will act the part of the faithful miniſter, is no other 
than the godly man, whoſe heart has been renewed 


by Divine power and grace, and glows with love to 
God and man. It is neceſſary he ſhould love God 
ſupremely, to vindicate his character in the face of 
a frowning world. It is neceſſary he ſhould be nder 
the influence of difintereſted affection, in order to 


treat his fellow men with that tenderneſs and affec- 


tien which the nature and importance of his office 


require. os ns | Vs... 


. 

Bur a renewed and fanQtified: heart, though eſ- | 
ſential, it is not the ox eſſential qualification of 
the miniſter of Jeſus; for *The prieſt's lips ſhall 
1 8 preſerve knowledge. But his lips cannot expreſs 
more knowledge than the heart conceives. The 
qualified miniſter is therefore acquainted, not only 
with God; and his owhlheart, but with his BIBLE, 
and underſtands the ſcheme of religion therein de- 
lineated. Hence it is a Divine direction to the 
miniſters of Chriſt, to commit the goſpel- miniſtry 
to „faithful men, and ſuch as are able to teach 
others alſo. But a knowledge of the ſeiences, of 
hiſtory and of the languages in which the ſacred 
ſcriptures were originally written, are, by all good 
judges, confeſſedly important, in order to ſuch an 
acquaintance with the ſacred claſſicks as becomes 
miniſter of the goſpel: but in order to this, a man 
muſt be poſſeſſed of a good natural capacity. Theſe 
all enter into the character of the qualified goſpel- 
miniſter, as is evident, becauſe, without a good ca- 
pacity, no man in the ſhort term of a few years, can 
acquire ſuch a fund of ſpeculative knowledge, vas 
he inſtructive miniſter is ſuppoſed to poſſeſs : And 
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| the ignorant miniſter 1 is unable, whatever his diſpo- 


ſition may be, to execute the office of a goſpel · bi- 


op; and, without a good heart, he will not be 


faithful, whatever his natural capacity and natural 


acquirements may be. With theſe noble qualifica- 


tions, the miniſterial office May. be executed with 


credit and ſucceſs ; but, without them, it can EVER 


R 
From this view of the rabjedt, it appears, that, 


the governing motives by which Chriſt's miniſters 


are influenced to enter upon the work of the goſpel- 


miniſtry, are, ſupreme love to God, and a benevolent 


regard to the good of mankind. And as theſe mo- 


tives have a proper influence upon xoxꝝ but ſuch as 


are renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, and are 


Chriſt's diſciples indeed; ſuch only are likely to 


ſurmount the obſtacles of the miniſterial office, and 


anſwer the end of its inſtitution. T hey therefore, 


in diſtinction from others, are the men whom Chriſt 
hath choſen to be ſtewards in his houſe. And it is 


| plain that they who enter upon this important work 


without a cordial attachment to the glory of God, 


3 
3 n 
. 
1 - 


and the good of mankind, run before they are ſent, 


C1 
and enter upon an employ for which they are by no 
means qualified, though their natural powers and 
acquirements be ever ſo great. 

We may learn alſo from this wbjest, the i import- 
ance of perſons having ſome ſatisfactory evidence to 
themſelves that they are God's friends, before they 
preſume to enter upon the ſacred work of the goſ- 
pel-miniſtry, in which employ, eſpecially, it is re- 
quired that a man be found faithful. 

We may learn likewiſe, from this ſubject, the 
importance of caution in recommending thoſe owLx 
to the uſe of the churches, as preachers of the goſ- 
pel, who are perſons of real and improved abilities, 
and, in a judgment of charity, friends to God and 
the ſouls of men. Has it not been owing to a neg- 
lect here, that the ſacred office, in the minds of ma- 
| ny, hath ſunk into ſo great contempt ? And doth it 
not become the miniſters of Jeſus, to ſee to it that 
they give no offence in this particular, that the mi- 
niſtry be not blamed ? 

Bor, omitting other obvious remarks, which are 
naturally ſuggeſted by the ſubject before us, 
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SUFFER me, Dear Sir, to addreſs a few things 


to you, who are now to have committed to you, the 
moſt ſacred and honorable, the moſt arduous and 
difficult; and, of all others, the moſt important 
work of the goſpel-miniftry ; ; and may they be writ- 


ten on vour heart in indelible characters. 
Tou have heard ſome of the obſtacles of the 


work, to which you are now about to be ſeparated, 


deſcribed, and the indiſpenfible importance of your 
ſurmounting them, together with the neceſſity of 


ſupreme love to God and his cauſe, and the heroic 


virtues of the real chriſtian, to diſcharge the ſacred 


office with credit and ſucceſs. | 


Taz honor of God, and the glory of the Re- 


deemer, but eſpecially your own ſalvation, and that 
of this people, are deeply intereſted in the tranſac- 


tions of this day, and of your future life. 


In the execution of your office, you muſt be pre- 
pared tor trials, for, you may expect to meet with 
oppoſition and trials, from the corruptions of your 
own heart, from the temptations and ſnares of ſatan, 


and from the ignorance and wickedneſs of men. 


The work you are engaging in, is a difficult work, 


( 33 ) 


— much patience and fortitude. ins 
GREAT//WORK, and; requires painful-ſtudy, and cloſe 
and: conſtant application. It is a 6660! worry and 
requires benevolence in the i of it à and, 
without ſupreme love to God, whoſe cauſe you are 
to plead; and whoſe character you are to vindicate ; 


and without cordial bene volence to the ſouls of 
men, for whoſe: eternal ſalvation you are to pray, 


and preach, and labour, and be: inſtant in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, you:will betray nn of God and 
the ſouls of your fllt. 


WIr BoOur ' theſe/cgrand pre- pn you will 


never ſtand with your loins girt, to ſacrifice your 
own eaſe. and private intereſt tor the glory of God 
and the good of your fellow-oreatures: But, with a 
heart ſwallowed up in affection to God, and his glo- 
rious cauſe, you will not ſhun to declare: the whole 
counſel of God to this people you wilb do it with 


letisfastion, and do all chat in you lies to male them 


wiſe untd fal vation. 5 as en len os 4814 ana 
Rexxx MRR, Sir, that the: buſineſs of your life 
mill be, to feed Chriſt's ſheep, and his lamps, With. 
 Knayledge and underſtarding.; Kon are uo Marek 
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for ſouls as one that muſt give an account ” 1 A con- 
fideration, big with the moſt mighty excitements to 
diligence and fidelity. Take heed to your heart, to | 
your head and to your lips : ſee to it that you are 
acquainted with the way in which you are to lead 
others—ſeek diligently, carefully and prayerfully, to 
know the truth, and to feel the efficacy of it upon 
your own heart. Embrace all advantages for intel- 
jectual improvement, that your tongue may be like 
the pen of a ready writer; and, remember that you 
are not only to PREACH, but to LIvx religion, deli- 
neate your doctrines in a humble, holy and devout 
life. Vou will have little reaſon to expect that your 
hearers will be benefited by the doctrines you deli- 
ver, unleſs you evidence to them, by your example, 
that you believe them yourſelf. Great is the effica- 
cy of example, and let the benevolent doctrines 
you deliver, be ever enforced zv, and exemplified 
IN, a holy life, that your hearers may follow your 
example, as well as EMBRACE the doctrines you 
deliver, with ſafety and advantage. £ 

Ano, O my Brother, never ſhun difficulties, to 
avoid danger, when your duty to God, or the inter- 


eſt of the ſouls of men require you look them in the 


| face. The way of duty is, invariably, the way of 


ſafety ; and, unfaithfulneſs, the direct way to laſting 


diſgrace, Be ſober, therefore, be vigilant, be vali- 
ant. Watch for ſouls, and never forget the tremen- 
dous conſequences of ** doing the work of che Lord 
deceitfully. by flattering ſinners that they can per- 
form duty, and remain impenitent, or comply with 
any divine precept, while they reject Chriſt. 
NEGLECT not to ſhew to the ſinner his total de- 
pravity, his is abſolute dependence and his infinite cri- 
minality and danger, as well as the remedy provi- 


ded, remembering the awful import of theſe words 


_ * When I ſay unto the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die, 
and thou giveſt him not warning—the ſame wicked 
man ſhall die in bis iniquity, but his blood will I re- 


 quire, at thine hands,” at the ſame time refleRting, 


that your fidelity may probably be followed with 
_ glorious happy conſequences to your flock : But, 
howeyer this may be, if thou warn the wicked, and 
he turn not from his wicked way, but die in his ini- 
quities, thou haſt delivered thy ſoul, Be thou faith- 
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ful unto death, and thou walt receive a crown of 
life. Wera n ) YaW-.21 T G 

Tu addreſs, of courſe, turns to you, beloved 
brethren, by whom we are invited, this day to ſet 
over you in the Lord, the man you have choſen. 
Wx cordially rejoice with you in the joy of the 
day, that you are to have the ordinances of the goſ- 
pel re · ſettled among you. See to it, that you, and 
your miniſter, fall not out by the way. Conſider 
him as a preſent made” you, by Chriſt; ang treat 
him as Juch. Conſider the arduous nature af. his 
work, and the many difficulties which will. neceſſa- 
rily attend him in the faithful diſcharge of it. Re- 
member that he is but a man, and will need all the 
aſſiſtance you can give him. Exert yourſelves, 

| therefore, to encourage his heart. And, O, never 
be guilty of the impiety of thinking, or treating 
him as an enemy, for telling you the truth, though 
direcly croſſing to all the natural biaſſes of the hu- 


man heart, for he is to come to you, not in his own 
name, but in the name of Chriſt. He is to deliv- 
er, not his own meſſages, but the meſſages of Chriſt. 
And Chriſt will conſider himſelf as being treated by 


ont 


you, as you treat his miniſter. Ta him, besen 


f 


and pray for him: Attend his inſtructions with a 
friendly ſpirit, and ſo improve them, that you, and 
your miniſter may meet, and rejoice together! in che 
uy of the Lord. 
A word to this affembly will cloſe 4 diſcourſe. 
You, who are now convened to attend the ordin- 
ation of a miniſter of Jeſus, are one day to be ga- 
_ thered at the bar of God, to give an account of the 
improvement you ſhall have made of the goſpel, 
which is put into the hands of Chriſt's miniſters to 
publiſh : And this goſpel will then prove a ſavour 
of life unto life, or of death unto death to you, ac- 
cording as you RECEIVE Or KEJECT it: Receive it, 
therefore, with love, and improve it with fidelity 


and carefulneſs ; ; repent of Fw and be happy for: 
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